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TWENTY-SIX PERCENT OF 

CONSUMERS POLLED for The 

Packer’s Fresh Trends 2023 survey 

indicated they had purchased asparagus 

in the previous 12 months. That 

compares with 28% in the Fresh Trends 

2022 and 27% in Fresh Trends 2021. 

Fresh asparagus supply comes mainly 

from outside the U.S. border, with U.S. 

imports accounting for more than 90% 

of fresh asparagus supply in 2021. 

Fueled by rising imports, retail per 

capita availability for fresh asparagus has 

grown in recent years, from 1.26 pounds 

in 2011 to 1.60 pounds in 2019. 

However, USDA trade statistics for 

2022 show the value of asparagus 

imports totaled $690 million, down 

10% from 2021.  

The average fob price for asparagus 

rose in 2022, the USDA reports, from 

$22.38 per carton in 2021 to $25.31 per 

carton in 2022. 

Higher-income consumers 

were more frequent buyers of fresh 

asparagus, Fresh Trends 2023 reveals. 

Thirty-one percent of consumers 

making more than $100,000 a year 

said they purchased fresh asparagus, 

compared with just 20% of those making 

under $25,000 annually.  

Reported purchase  

based on gender

25% 26%
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Reported purchase  

based on ethnicity

White/Caucasian .............................. 27%

Black/African American ................. 19%

Hispanic ...............................................22% 

Asian ..........................................45%

Other .....................................................20% 

Asparagus 
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Asparagus 

Avocados 

Reported purchase based 

on presence of children

Have kids .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 22%

1 kid  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 22%

2 kids  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 22%

3 or more kids .   .   .   .   .   .   . 21%

No kids                   28%

Reported purchase based on region

West
26%

Northeast 
25%

Midwest 
31%

South  
22%

AVOCADOS HAVE BEEN CALLED GREEN “GOLD” for 

a good reason. The fruit’s marketers, fueled mainly by 

surging imports, have grown the pebbly fruit’s retail 

per capita availability from 4.8 pounds in 2011 to 7.4 

pounds in 2019, according to the USDA. 

Higher average fob costs were noted for avocados in 

2022, the USDA said. The average fob for all avocados 

in 2022 was $38.13 per carton, up 11% from $34.45 per 

carton in 2021.  

Retail promoted prices for avocados also rose in 

2022 compared with 2021, according to the USDA. The 

average retail promoted price for avocados in 

2022 was $1.67 per unit, up 13% from $1.48 per 

unit in 2021. The number of stores promoting 

avocados in 2022 totaled 834,046, the USDA 

said, down 16% from 984,286 in 2021. 

The Packer’s Fresh Trends 2023

survey showed 38% of consumers 

indicated they purchased  

fresh avocados in the 

previous year, the same 

percentage as Fresh 

Trends 2022.  

West
53%

Northeast 
31%

Midwest 
37%

South  
34%

Reported purchase based 

on presence of children

Have kids .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 34%

1 kid  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 36%

2 kids  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 36%

3 or more kids .   .   .   .   .   .   . 27%

No kids                   41%

35% 41%

Reported 

purchase based 

on gender

Likelihood of purchase based on region
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