26%

Blackberries

BEING OVER 60 INCREASES YOUR
of customers
LIKELIHOOD of buying blackberries.
purchased blackberries
For the fourth year in a row,
within the past 12
consumers in this top age group
months
were the most likely to buy (and
the most apt to make a blackberry
purchase overall). Only Hispanic
shoppers were more likely to buy the dark
fruit (also a multiyear trend).
The more affluent the consumer, the more likely
they are to buy blackberries. In fact, this marks the
eighth consecutive year that the likelihood of a
purchase increased according to income. Shoppers
in the lowest income bracket were among the least
likely to buy blackberries overall, along with Black
and Asian shoppers.

Likelihood of
purchase based
on gender

41%

Images: Farm Journal & iStock

BLUEBERRIES HELD
STEADY AS THE
SEVENTH MOST
POPULAR FRUIT in Fresh
Trends 2022.
Income is a big driver of blueberry
sales. For the 13th consecutive year, the likelihood of
a purchase has increased according to income; in
fact, shoppers earning $50,000 or more annually were
among the most likely to buy the berries overall.
Older shoppers, particularly those 50 and older, are
quick to claim these blue globes. In fact, this marks the
fourth straight year that shoppers age 60-plus were the
most likely to buy blueberries.
The more kids present in the household, the more
likely they were to buy blueberries.
Southern shoppers were less likely to buy the
berries than those in other regions. White/Caucasian
and Hispanic shoppers were some of the ethnic
groups most likely to buy.

The Packer.com

Less than $25

19%

$25-$49.9

27%

$50-$99.9

26%

$100+

31%

*Figures in thousands;
annual household income

Likelihood of purchase based on ethnicity

23% 28%

of customers
purchased blueberries
within the past 12
months

Likelihood of purchase based
on household income*

White/Caucasian ........................................26%
Black/African American ........................... 18%
Hispanic .........................................................36%
Asian.................................................. 19%
Other ...............................................................24%

Blueberries
Likelihood of purchase based on region

Northeast

45%
West
42%

Midwest
42%

South
37%

Likelihood of purchase based on ethnicity
White/Caucasian ........................................44%
Black/African American ...........................28%
Hispanic............................................ 41%
Asian ...............................................................38%
Other ...............................................................37%
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Blackberries

pmg organic

2021

Sales
OVERVIEW

Organic blackberry sales
grew again in 2020, with sales
rising nearly 20%. Organic
blackberries are popular with
consumers and make up
nearly 20% of all blackberry
sales. Capitalize on their
popularity with creative
displays and promotions
during peak season.

2020

% change from 2019

Pounds sold

13,591,612

26.4%

Retail sales

$123,618,808

19.5%

2020

2019

$9.10

$9.63

$10.38

$9.73

Average retail price per lb.
Dollar share of organic berries

Organic percent of retail blackberry sales 2020: 18.9%
Source: IRI

FRESH TRENDS 2021

15% of consumers said
they purchased organic
blackberries exclusively,
down from 16% last year,
while another 23% said they
bought organic blackberries
at least some of the time.

Organic

MARKETING TIPS

Organic blackberries are
popular year-round but
especially in the summer
when supply is plentiful.
Encourage shoppers to
think of them as a great
addition to everything from
breakfast baked goods to
salads and jam. Include them
in promotions with other
organic berries and crosspromote them with organic
shortcakes, whipped cream,
baking items and jam-making
supplies.

DON’T: Don’t ignore organic
blackberries in favor of more
popular berries like blueberries
and strawberries. Organic
blackberries’ high price point
can be a big contributor to
your bottom line.

DOS AND DON’TS

COMMON PLUS

DO: Keep a close eye on
your display as blackberries
have a short shelf life and can
spoil quickly.

38

Look online at
www.producemarketguide.com/
produce/organic-blackberries for a
list of the most common PLUs.
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✔

✘

To read more,
scan the QR code.

Dynamic Displays

> Berries with caps attached
may be immature.
Good-quality product
will be bright, clean and
fresh with good color and
plumpness. Overripe berries
are dull, soft and sometimes
leaky — indicated by stained
containers.
> Temperature: 32 to 34°F, 0
to 1°C
> Relative humidity: 90-95%
> Mist: no
> Typical shelf life: 2 to 3 days
> Highly sensitive to freezing
injury.

Submitted for PMG’s Produce Artist Award Series by
Jonathan Charlton, UNFI

HANDLING

1

Organic blackberries don’t take up much space by themselves, so make
them part of a larger organic berry display that includes strawberries,
blueberries and raspberries.

Blackberry Listings
Alpine Fresh, Inc.
> Miami, FL
9300 NW 58th Street (33178)
Alpine Fresh, Inc is a grower, packer, and shipper of
fresh fruits and vegetables. We specialize in seven
major commodities - blueberries, blackberries,
raspberries, asparagus, French beans, Brussels
sprouts and fresh cut. Alpine Fresh owns and
operates its own farms and packing sheds as well
as partners with the best growers around the world
to ensure our ability to meet commitments to our
customers 365 days a year.

Tel 305-594-9117
info@alpinefresh.com
www.alpinefresh.com
BRANDS: ALPINE FRESH, HIPPIE ORGANICS, PEAK
QUALITY
Organic Commodities Featured:
Asparagus, Blueberries, Blackberries, Raspberries,
French Beans

PMG PIN #120932

Bova Fresh LLC
> Boca Raton, FL
20283 State Rd 7, Ste 107 (33498)
With more than 20 years in the fresh business,
we are committed to our growers. Together we
expand and optimize yields while offering

Premium Organic Suppliers

innovative, sustainable solutions to ensure that
family legacies continue for generations to
come. Above and beyond the package itself, our
solutions often include new ways to utilize space
and reduce materials consumed, improvements
in your production flow, and better transportation
plans. We know produce packaging. We have
the resources and industry expertise to service
your produce shipping needs. We understand
the urgency of shipping temperature-sensitive
products. We are a full-service logistics provider
offering a wide range of solutions. Working
with industry leading growers, importers and
wholesalers to provide you with the most reliable
brands in the industry. With customers of all
sizes and locations we provide you with year
round consistency in first class fresh produce.

Tel 561-826-7500
FAX 561-423-0837
bovafresh.com
Robert Wilhelm
robert@bovafresh.com
Ken Nabal
ken@bovafresh.com
Doria Blonder
dori@bovafresh.com
Steve San Filippo
steve@bovafresh.com
Julio Ortuzar
julio@bovafresh.com
Greg Mills
gmills@bovafresh.com
Brands: BOVA FRESH, BOVA FRESH ORGANIC
Broker | Grower | Shipper | Importer | Wholesaler

Organic Commodities Featured:

Russ Davis Wholesale Inc
> Wadena MN
266 4th St NE (56482)
Russ Davis Wholesale is an employee-owned
produce wholesaler catering to the Midwest with
an emphasis on providing fresh, locally-grown
produce. RDW is also a distributer partnering
with the Farm2School program, giving kids
healthy food options.

Tel 218-631-3070
www.eatcrazyfresh.com
www.crazyfreshkids.com
www.russdaviswholesale.com
Nick Valentine, Organic Category Manager
Tel 651-289-2323
(Cell 612-325-8308)
nvalentine@russdaviswholesale.com
Tyler Neu, Vice President, Retail Sales
Tel 218-631-3070
(Cell 952-529-0430)
tneu@russdaviswholesale.com
Apples, Bananas, Berries, Citrus, Veg, Value Added
Cuts, Herbs, Locally grown
Broker | Shipper | Retailer | Wholesaler

Organic Commodities Featured:
Apples, Bananas, Blackberries, Grapefruit, Blueberries,
Grapes, Mushrooms, Nectarines, Onions, Potatoes

PMG PIN #125673

Avocados, Blackberries, Blueberries, Raspberries,
Strawberries

PMG PIN # 574144
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